
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S667 March 7, 2023 
economic development, and self-suffi-
ciency. 

I know that Patrice is up to the task. 
She is knowledgeable, experienced, and 
deeply connected to Tribal leaders and 
Native communities. She knows how 
the Federal Government works and 
how we can best fulfill our trust and 
treaty responsibilities in Indian Coun-
try. 

Patrice’s nomination is supported by 
the National Congress of American In-
dians and numerous Tribal nations. 
Most importantly, filling this role at 
HHS is essential to meeting our re-
sponsibilities to Tribal nations and Na-
tive communities. 

I urge my colleagues to vote yes on 
Patrice Kunesh’s nomination. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NOMINATION OF ARUN SUBRAMANIAN 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today, 

the Senate will vote to confirm Arun 
Subramanian to the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District of New 
York. 

Mr. Subramanian attended Case 
Western Reserve University and Co-
lumbia Law School. After graduating, 
he went on to clerk at all levels of the 
Federal judiciary—first for Judge Den-
nis Jacobs on the Second Circuit Court 
of Appeals, then for Judge Gerard E. 
Lynch on the U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District of New York, and 
finally for Justice Ruth Bader Gins-
burg on the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Mr. Subramanian then entered pri-
vate practice in Manhattan, where he 
has focused on complex civil litigation. 
His work has covered a wide variety of 
issue areas, including State and Fed-
eral false claims, commercial and em-
ployment contract disputes, tort ac-
tions, securities, antitrust, fraud, and 
patent litigation. Mr. Subramanian has 
also dedicated hundreds of hours to his 
pro bono work, and he also coordinates 
his law firm’s pro bono activities. 

He was unanimously rated ‘‘well 
qualified’’ by the ABA and received a 
bipartisan vote in committee. In addi-
tion, he has the strong support of his 
home State Senators—Mr. SCHUMER 
and Mrs. GILLIBRAND—and his Supreme 
Court co-clerks. His fellow clerks em-
phasized that they had witnessed Mr. 
Subramanian’s ‘‘collegial, candid, and 
fair-minded temperament.’’ 

Given his significant litigation expe-
rience and strong ties to the Southern 
District of New York, Mr. 
Subramanian will make an excellent 
addition to the District Court bench. I 
strongly support his nomination and 
urge my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, today, 
the Senate confirms a first-rate legal 

mind, someone I was proud to cham-
pion to the President for a lifetime ap-
pointment to the Federal bench, Arun 
Subramanian of New York. 

Mr. Subramanian is the epitome of 
the American dream and a 
historymaker: The child of hard-work-
ing immigrants from India, he will be-
come the first South Asian to preside 
in the Southern District, which has one 
of the largest South Asian populations 
in the country. 

Mr. Subramanian’s resume tells a 
very clear story. He is excellent. He is 
accomplished. He has dedicated his en-
tire career fighting for average Ameri-
cans. He served as a law clerk to Judge 
Dennis Jacobs on the Second Circuit, 
Judge Gerard Lynch in the Southern 
District of New York, and the late, 
great Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 

He is an expert in consumer protec-
tion, with years of experience defend-
ing those injured by unfair, illegal 
practices. He also defended victims of 
child trafficking and pornography. 

Our courts need more people like 
Arun Subramanian. I am proud to sup-
port his confirmation. I thank my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle for 
supporting him today. 

Once we confirm Mr. Subramanian, 
this U.S. Senate majority will have 
confirmed 114 judges to the bench: 30 
circuit court judges, 83 district court 
judges, and 1 incredible Supreme Court 
Justice in Ketanji Brown Jackson. Of 
those 114 nominations, 82 are women, 
78 are people of color, and, again, Mr. 
Subramanian is the first South Asian 
judge confirmed to the Southern Dis-
trict of New York. 

Because of the work done by this ma-
jority, our Federal judiciary is far 
more balanced, far more diverse, far 
more experienced than the one we just 
had 2 years ago. It is something every 
American can be proud of. 

I yield the floor. 

VOTE ON SUBRAMANIAN NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Subramanian nomina-
tion? 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. FETTERMAN), and the Senator 
from Arizona (Mr. KELLY) are nec-
essarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO). 

The result was announced—yeas 59, 
nays 37, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 45 Ex.] 
YEAS—59 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lee 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—37 

Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Cassidy 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Lummis 
Marshall 
Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 

Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—4 

Barrasso 
Feinstein 

Fetterman 
Kelly 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MAR-

KEY). Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to reconsider is considered made 
and laid upon the table, and the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 45, Patrice 
H. Kunesh, of Minnesota, to be Commis-
sioner of the Administration for Native 
Americans, Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

Charles E. Schumer, Bernard Sanders, 
Alex Padilla, Richard J. Durbin, Tim 
Kaine, Margaret Wood Hassan, Ben 
Ray Luján, Raphael G. Warnock, 
Tammy Duckworth, Jack Reed, John 
W. Hickenlooper, Catherine Cortez 
Masto, Tammy Baldwin, Brian Schatz, 
Christopher Murphy, Tina Smith, 
Debbie Stabenow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Patrice H. Kunesh, of Minnesota, to 
be Commissioner of the Administration 
for Native Americans, Department of 
Health and Human Services, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:54 Mar 08, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G07MR6.025 S07MRPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

JM
0X

7X
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES668 March 7, 2023 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. FETTERMAN), and the Senator 
from Arizona (Mr. KELLY) are nec-
essarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 62, 
nays 34, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 46 Ex.] 
YEAS—62 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 

Hirono 
Hoeven 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 

Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—34 

Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
Mullin 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—4 

Barrasso 
Feinstein 

Fetterman 
Kelly 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. On this vote, the yeas are 62, the 
nays are 34. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will report the nomina-
tion. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Patrice H. Kunesh, of Minnesota, to be 
Commissioner of the Administration 
for Native Americans, Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
consider the following nominations en 
bloc: Calendar Nos. 58 and 59; that the 
Senate vote on the nominations en bloc 
without intervening action or debate, 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table, and 
the President be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the en bloc nomina-
tions of Kate E. Brubacher, of Kansas, 
to be United States Attorney for the 
District of Kansas for the term of four 
years and Ismail J. Ramsey, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States Attorney 
for the Northern District of California 
for the term of four years? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF ROBERT 
STEWART BALLOU 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today, 
the Senate voted to confirm Judge 
Robert Ballou to the U.S. District 
Court for the Western District of Vir-
ginia. 

Born in Roanoke, VA, Judge Ballou 
received both his bachelor’s degree and 
J.D. from the University of Virginia. 
After clerking for Judge Peter H. Beer 
on the U.S. District Court for the East-
ern District of Louisiana, Judge Ballou 
began his legal career at Christian, 
Barton, Epps, Brent & Chappell as an 
associate, where he worked on a vari-
ety of matters, including insurance de-
fense, products liability, and traffic 
and misdemeanor offenses. He then 
went on to work for Johnson, Ayers & 
Matthews, PLC as an associate, where 
he tried more than 50 cases to verdict 
before a jury, including matters involv-
ing personal injury, products liability, 
and construction defects. In 2011, Judge 
Ballou was appointed to serve as a U.S. 
magistrate judge for the same district 
to which he is now nominated. As a 
magistrate, he has presided over ap-
proximately 300 cases. 

The American Bar Association rated 
Judge Ballou unanimously ‘‘well quali-
fied,’’ and he has the strong support of 
Senators WARNER and KAINE. Judge 
Ballou’s deep ties to the Virginia legal 
community, combined with his signifi-
cant courtroom experience, will make 
him an excellent addition to the Fed-
eral district court bench. 

I was pleased to support his nomina-
tion. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. TESTER, from the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, with an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute: 

S. 30. A bill to authorize major medical fa-
cility projects for the Department of Vet-

erans Affairs for fiscal year 2023, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Mr. 
BRAUN): 

S. 666. A bill to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to require the Chief Operating 
Officer of each agency to compile a list of 
unnecessary programs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN): 

S. 667. A bill to provide for a Federal part-
nership to ensure educational equity and 
quality; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself and Mr. 
COTTON): 

S. 668. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins to honor and me-
morialize the tragedy of the Sultana steam-
boat explosion of 1865; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. HEINRICH, and Mr. MULLIN): 

S. 669. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to expand access to psy-
chological and behavioral services; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mr. 
LANKFORD, and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 670. A bill to improve services for traf-
ficking victims by establishing, in Homeland 
Security Investigations, the Investigators 
Maintain Purposeful Awareness to Combat 
Trafficking Trauma Program and the Victim 
Assistance Program; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. KING, 
Mr. CRAPO, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. SCOTT of 
South Carolina, and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 671. A bill to exempt certain 16- and 17- 
year-old individuals employed in logging op-
erations from child labor laws; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
MURPHY, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, 
Mr. WELCH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
WARNER, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. SMITH, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. KELLY, 
Mr. BROWN, and Mr. WARNOCK): 

S. 672. A bill to enable the payment of cer-
tain officers and employees of the United 
States whose employment is authorized pur-
suant to a grant of deferred action, deferred 
enforced departure, or temporary protected 
status; to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Ms. ERNST, 
Ms. DUCKWORTH, and Mr. RUBIO): 

S. 673. A bill to allow nonprofit child care 
providers to participate in certain loan pro-
grams of the Small Business Administration, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Mr. 
DAINES): 

S. 674. A bill to require each agency to re-
peal or amend 2 or more rules before issuing 
or amending a rule; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 
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